Minister’s Musings/Message:

It is hard to write a hopeful message for this New Year. I generally can find
more positive thoughts for a New Year, but this one is more of a struggle
than most I have experienced. Not since the days of the Cold War, back
when they had us practicing hiding under our desks in case of a nuclear
strike (no, not much help), have I felt so dispirited with existential angst!
Were it only the election of Donald Trump, it would not be so bad, but the
Vice President elect, the Speaker of the House (next in succession) and the
announced cabinet choices cast into question most of the values I have
worked throughout my ministry to promote and support. I will not be
surprised to lose my health insurance (currently obtained through the affordable care act)
sometime in the next several months (unsettling because of my pre-existing conditions). I have
even more concern for family members, colleagues and friends who have now become targets
of the worst rhetoric of any Presidential Campaign that I have experienced.

I have never been much of one to make New Year’s Resolutions, but this year, I resolve to be
more watchful and aware and also more active in responding to the new and renewed threats
to so many groups of persons in this country. I may not be quite as ready as some to see
similarities to the rise of the Nazis in Germany to our current situation, but I am aware that it
is easy to ignore the threats to others when we are not the current targets. In this wealthy and
prosperous nation, nobody should have to live under such threats, especially when they are
being made only to divide groups, foster race and gender hatred, and distract people from
noticing the ever-increasing gap between the super wealthy and the rest of us.

Never in modern times has it been more important for us to “Stand on the Side of Love” with
persons of color, LGBTQIA persons, undocumented persons, women, persons with
disabilities, persons depending on Social Security and Medicare, and everyone else whose
rights are now under siege. Never has it been more important to have truth and transparency in
government. Never has it been more important for people of good will to say no to tyranny by
leaders in government and corporations. Never has it been more important to have a truly free
press rather than merely corporate media outlets and corporate spokespersons.

As we enter 2017 of the Common Era, I call us to awareness and mindfulness. The future still
rests in the hands of the people, but others stand ready to claim our power as they work to
subvert democracy in the quest for more power and greater wealth. We must harness the
power of love to break the chains and bars that are being readied to enslave the most
vulnerable among us. We must be ready to march together to demonstrate the power of love in
this new era of challenges to human rights. We dare not wait until they start hauling people
away before we gather in protest, we must be ready now, to “Stand on the Side of Love!”

In Peace, Hope and Love,
Rev. Bob

Sermons/Services:

1/8 Firmly Grounded—In the Cosmos! Rev. Bob Klein
1/15 Remembering MLK! Rev. Bob Klein

1/22 Dylan/Beatles Music Sunday (Ian, Bob, Choir, Music Committee)

1/29 TlIUUmination, a UU Holiday! Rev. Bob Klein

2/5 Pulpit Exchange Rev. Sonya Sukalski—Sonora UU (Super Bowl Sunday)

2/12 The More Things Change, the More Some Stay the Same! Darwin/Evolution Day
Rev. Bob

2/19 Why We Still Need Black History Month! Rev. Bob
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1UUCS STRATEGIC PLANNING PROCESS

We will be continuing with the strategic planning process, meeting about twice a month after church. Contact
Dick Abood or Rev. Bob if you are interested in adding suggestions or joining the planning group!

PROGRAM COUNCIL MEET January 8th
The Program Council will be meeting quarterly during 2016-17 to coordinate and schedule activities and
committee programs, to initiate new programs, and provide a forum to discuss matters that may go beyond the
efforts of a single committee or group. The October meeting scheduled programs through the holidays! Check
with Rev. Bob if you have questions!

Newcomers Class — Let us know if you wish to attend

If you would simply like to know more about our church and how we differ from
traditional protestant denominations, or especially if you are contemplating
membership, then I invite you to attend an informational class following the service
on Sunday, January 15th. Immediately after coffee hour, we will enjoy a lunch in
our conference room and informational presentations starting at noon. We promise
to have you out by 3 P.M., at the very latest. If you require child care, let me know.

Rev. Bob will help with the history of the denomination through the centuries and
you'll learn more about our church in particular, including our historic organ. A
great opportunity to ask questions. All are welcome. At the end of class, those who
have chosen to join our congregation may, but there will be no pressure to do so and those who have taken the
class previously may sign the Membership Book at any time should they decide in the future to join us.

Important Note: Obviously, we hold the class only if we have people interested. Because the class
includes lunch and we also must have enough packets ready, we ask that you please call or email if you plan to
attend. It is important that we know how many to expect. Hope to see you there.

In fellowship,

Mary Bullard, Membership Chairperson
209-477-8745

marybee2@gmail.com

Rose Pruning Demonstration

Arlene Galela, president of the local rose society, has arranged for Rosemary
Sawyer, an accomplished rose specialist, to demonstrate proper pruning tech-
niques on the roses in our UU rose walk on Sunday, January 15, 2017, at 1 pm.
Please plan to attend.

Rosemary Sawyer is a well known rosarian who has held offices on the local
and national level of the American Rose Society. She founded Rosemary's
Garden, a nursery in Columbia specializing in roses. Several of the roses that
she cultivated have been placed in the National Rose Registry and she is a bronze and silver medalist. She
helped establish a park in Modesto, two gardens in Columbia, and provided roses for the Fallon House garden.
We are honored to have her help us with our roses.

Meditation Group with Karen Parker

Come join Karen Parker in a meditation group at the church. Karen has been
practicing meditation, and guiding individuals and groups, for more than 30
years. The next session will be Thursday, January 12, 2017, at 6:30pm. The
group will not be meeting in February or March but will be back in April.
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A film by Ken Burns and Artemis Joukowsky

Inauguration Day Film Showing

On Friday, January 20, Inauguration Day, at 7PM, we will be showing the
film “Defying the Nazis, the Sharp’s War”. This is a true story from UU histo-
ry, about activists who risked their lives in the late 1930s to protect Jews in
Europe from the Nazis. This PBS film by Ken Burns, the famed historian, is a
lesson for us today.

First UU Church "Books and More'" Store is Coming Back!

_ As many of you may remember, several years ago our church (like many other UU

~ congregations) had a thriving bookstore that sold UU-related books and resources. Well,
we're please to announce that we're re-establishing our store! It will be "open" after
church in Jackson Hall most every Sunday. Selected books from our UU publishers,
Skinner House Books and Beacon Press (http://www.uua.org/publications), will be
available for purchase. We'll also carry books from Great Owl Press (http://
greatowlpress.com/), a publishing company run by our very own Adele O'Neill and David
Carpenter! Proceeds from the store will support the work of our church.

The Grand Opening of the bookstore will be on Sunday, January 22nd. Stop by get a
free "Standing on the Side of Love' bookmark! If you have suggestions or if you'd like to
join the bookstore crew, please contact Jeri Bigbee (jeribigbee(@gmail.com; 209-931-6871).

ILLUUMINATION Jan 29, 2017
We will again celebrate the UU Hohday of [IIUUmination (Wthh began in 1994 in the UU Church of
Little Rock) on Sunday January 29" with an I1lUUmination service honoring the UU Chalice and 7
Principles, followed by an [llUUmination pot-luck. The colors of I1lUUmination are Purple and Silver
and the colors of the Principles are the Rainbow! The song of [llUUmination is This Little Light of
Mine! Anyone wishing to help should contact Rev. Bob

Successful Blanket Drive

A great big thank you to all who contributed a blanket for the homeless. On December 19th, we took 16
blankets and throws down to St. Mary's! To say they were much appreciated would be a great
understatement. We were thanked over and over!

It will remain cold for many weeks, so the blanket drive will continue. If you could bring in a new or gently
used and freshly washed blanket, it will help warm someone who really needs it. A bin is located in the Fireside
Room, at the corner between the doors to the sanctuary and the office hallway. If new, it would help if you
would unfold it and cut the plastic "strings" that keep it together. It is difficult for
someone without a scissors to remove them without tearing the material of the
blanket.

Thanks again to all who have helped so far.

A warm and happy New Year,
Sharon Marr and Mary Bullard
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The Alliance

Church Women United will hold their annual Interfaith Tea on Thursday, February 16, at the Church of Latter
Day Saints, 800 Brookside Road. The program will begin at 1:00 p.m. Dr. Scott Jensen, President of the
Church Stake, will be the featured speaker. Rev. Robert Klein of our church will give the benediction at the program's
end. There will be a recognition of attendance from the participating churches during the program. We encourage UU
friends and members to attend this special event.

A monetary donation will be collected and the proceeds go to various non profit service agencies in Stockton.

An assortment of refreshments provided by the attending churches, will be served in the church gym after the program.
The Alliance table will feature veggies, cheeses and assorted non sweet items For additional information call Janet
Bonner, 946-0540, or Joan Briscoe, 956-9304.

Religious Education

Child and Youth Registration

Welcome to 2017! January is the perfect time for new or regularly attending families with children to register their
young ones into the Religious Education program. We ask that this be done so that we may have your child's health and
guardian contact info in our immediate records for safety purposes while they are in our care. It is important to regis-
ter your child with us to ensure that their needs, as well as yours, are being met accordingly. We strive to always ensure
we are providing the best possible care! The form can be found on our website under  Religious Education tab or get
one from Rosalie or Mikayla. Forms can be submitted electronically through the website, email, or in person.

Director of Religious Education Office hours:
Sundays 8am-12:30pm or by appointment

Volunteers and Training:
If anyone is interested in volunteering please contact the DRE in person, by email or by filling out one of
the RE Volunteer Interest cards on the RE board in Jackson Hall. We need volunteers that are
willing to commit to helping out in the cottage once a month.

Thank you for your patience as we further develop our youth RE program.

Find us on Youtube, Facebook, Instagram and Bigtent!
Rosalie Sauceda (DRE) email: religious ed@stocktonuu.org
Mikayla Meyling (Assistant DRE) email: mikayla.meyling@gmail.com

First THURSDAYS at First UU have moved to 2" or 3™ Thursdays
Winter UU THURSDAY Schedule: Come Join Us!!
JANUARY 19™ #BLM (Black Lives Matter)

Lead by Tony Elopre and Sam Allen

M

March 9" Chamber Music

Typical Schedule:
6:00 p.m. Gather and share simple meal (Pizza unless some folks sign up for something else)
6:45 p.m. Share Brief Worship Experience (led by Rev. Bob and/or volunteers)
7:00 p.m. Enjoy one of the Program Activities offered (done by 8 p.m. or earlier)

ER

Feb 9
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Social Justice News

Here's the latest news from the Social Justice Committee ...

In December, we had great fun selling our handmade crafts and Fair Trade chocolate at the Peace and Justice
Network's Peaceful Holiday Faire and after church on Sundays (see photo). Our sales totaled over $439! Many
thanks to Sharon Marr, Beverly Schlesser, Janet Bonner, Rosemary Atkinson, and Jeri Bigbee for their creative
and dedicated efforts.

Our December social justice offering totaled $367.94 in support of our minister's discretionary fund. Thank you for
your support! In January, we will be supporting Puentes (http://puentesca.org/), a local non-profit organization that
aims to "build equity through sustainable technology that fosters social entrepreneurship, education and motivation
of at-risk communities to break cycles of food insecurity and injustice".

Our new First UU "Standing on the Side of Love'" T-shirt sale was also very successful, thanks to the leadership of
Mary Bullard, Sharon Marr and all of your support.

Our Blanket Drive will continue until January 15th, so please drop off a new or gently used blanket in the box
Jackson Hall. We've collected quite a few so far, but can always use more. The blankets will be given to St. Mary's
Dining Hall who will distribute them to homeless individuals and families. Thank you! For more information,
contact Sharon Marr (sharonleemarr@yahoo.com).

Once again, the Social Justice Committee has scheduled a work day at

the Boggs Tract Community Farm (PUENTES) on MLK National Day of Service (Monday, January 16th)
from 9:00 am - noon. We'll meet at the Boggs Tract Community Farm, 466 S. Ventura Ave. in Stockton.
Those wishing to car pool will meet at the church parking lot at 8:30 a.m. Wear your First UU Church t-shirt and
bring gloves, hat, water bottle, sun glasses and sun screen. (Hopefully it will be sunny, not raining cats and dogs
like last year!) Children are welcome and encouraged to participate with an adult. For more information, contact
Rosemary Atkinson (rosymoonatk(@comcast.net; 209-478-4380).

Everyone is encouraged to attend the next PACT Homeless work group meeting on January 29th @ 4:00 pm at St.
Anne's Episcopal Church - 1020 West Lincoln Rd. Contact Rosemary Atkinson
(rosymoonatk@comecast.net;  209-478-4380) for more information.

And mark your calendar ...
On Thursday, February 23, 2017 we'll again be participating in the Rotary Read-in at Van Buren School in
Stockton. Contact Sharon Marr (sharonleemarr(@yahoo.com) for more information.

Film and Discussion - Also on February 23rd the Citizens Climate Lobby in collaboration with the Social Justice
Committee will be sponsoring a free showing of '"Before the Flood", an award winning 2016 documentary that
explores the impact of global warming. Join us at 6:30 p.m. at the church.

The next Social Justice Committee planning meeting is on Wednesday,
January 11th at 10:00 a.m. at the church. Please join us and/or send
your ideas to Jeri Bigbee (jeribigbee@gmail.com)!

Keep up the good work!
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1UUCS ADULT PROGRAMS FALL-WINTER 2016-17

VIDEO/BOOK STUDIES TO BE FACILITATED BY REYV. BOB KLEIN
(Will be scheduled when 5 or more

NEW!!! UU Common Read 2016: The Rev. Dr. William Barber's Moral Mondays movement is
growing nationwide. Learn more about its history and futureinTh e Thi rd Reconstr
Mondays, Fusion Politics, and the Rise of a

Black Lives Matter/Whose Lives Matter (Sermon by Marlin Lavanhar, UU Tulsa)
THE NEW JIM CROW, by Michelle Alexander

GREAT COURSES VIDEO LECTURES: these could be shown after church or on a weekday evening
CULTURAL LITERACY FOR RELIGION, Mark Berkson 24 Lectures
SCIENCE AND RELIGION, Lawrence Principe, 12 Lectures
COMPARATIVE RELIGION, Charles Kimball, 24 Lectures
SKEPTICS AND BELIEVERS, Tyler Roberts, 36 Lectures
HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, MAKING THE NEW TESTAMENT, Bart Ehrman, 12 Lectures

THE GREAT TURNING, from Empire to Earth Community, by David Korten, 2006

CHANGE THE STORY, CHANGE THE FUTURE: A Living Economy for a Living Earth, by David Korten,
2015 (Kindle)

JESUS: UNCOVERING THE LIFE, TEACHINGS, AND RELEVANCE OF A RELIGIOUS
REVOLUTIONARY, by Marcus Borg, 2006 (available on Kindle, full revision of Borg’s earlier work on Jesus)

JOURNEY OF THE UNIVERSE, by Brian Swimme and Mary Evelyn Tucker, 2011 (available on Kindle)

COMING BACK TO LIFE: The Updated Guide to the Work that Reconnects, Joanna Macy and Molly Young
Brown, 2014 (complete revision of earlier version, available on Kindle)

DREAM GROUP (ala Rev. Jeremy Taylor: The Wisdom of Your Dreams)

Other Suggestions:
Please advise Rev. Bob/Rosalie if you have something you could lead!

Dream Group, looking at our Dreams—using Rev. Jeremy Taylor’s method based on Carl Jung’s understanding
of Dreams. When 5 or more people express interest I will start a new group! (Recommended reading: The
Wisdom of Your Dreams by Jeremy Taylor: paper/kindle) Contact Rev. Bob for more info if interested.

Who wants to start out a group with winter and election dreams?

Covenant Groups: These groups usually gather in a member’s home or at the church once a month for an
extended check-in and a topical discussion. Each group of 5-10 persons drafts a covenant of commitment and
behavior to be revisited whenever a new member joins including the commitment to keep sacred what is shared
and to support members of the group. These are not therapy groups but they often become important opportunities
for members of the congregation to get to know each other in deeper ways. Current groups are meeting Monday
and Wednesday evenings once a month. We are also looking for facilitators to help start 1-2 new groups. If this
sounds interesting to you, please let Rev. Bob or the office know! We are hoping to start at least one new
Covenant Group after the holidays—please let us know if you are interested!

Men’s Group: Our Men’s Group, includes time to talk with other men about Being a Man, and other issues, as
well as activities depending on the interest of those interested. We usually meet on Friday Feb. 3rd at 7-8:30 p.m.
Please contact Rev. Bob if you are interested!
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6 WEEK CLASS ON BUDDHIST MEDITATION AND TEACHINGS

Ever wanted to try (or retry) mindfulness meditation, but need some instruction or support? Ever wondered what
the Buddha taught, and how it might apply to your life?

This class on Buddhist Meditation will be taught by Sara Milnes, who has had a Buddhist practice for 15 years.
It will begin the first full week of February, and go for 6 weeks. The class will be offered either Monday
morning, Tuesday afternoon, or Thursday evening, depending on the schedules of those who want to participate.
Each class will be 1 2 hours.

Each class will have two parts:

Meditation instructions, meditation, and meditation Q & As. We’ll discuss and practice the different focuses
of mindfulness, how to work with impediments, and how to use meditation in daily life.

Each week, we’ll also talk about one of the main teachings of the Buddha—the four truths, the eightfold path,
the four benevolent attitudes. (In an oral society, lists were very popular as an aid to memorization!) The
Buddha did not present a belief system, but a deep psychological insight into “the way things are.”

If you are interested, please email Sara at sara.milnes@sbcglobal.net, call her at 956-2868, or sign up on the
Bulletin Board at church.

KEEP ON GIVING INTO THE FUTURE!

Ensuring the long term strength of our church is important! We love our church, and give to it in so many
ways—financially, volunteering, baking goodies, serving on

committees, cleaning up—the list goes on. But there’s one way to give that we don’t often think about—giving
after we’re gone. Perhaps we don’t want to consider our own mortality, or it seems too hard to figure out. But
it’s not that difficult.

Here are two easy ways to do it.

1. Add the First Unitarian Church to your Will or Trust. Wills and Trusts need to be reviewed and updated peri-
odically, why not now? While your attorney can advise you, language in our trust is . . . to the First Unitari-
an Church, current Tax ID Number 94-6184441, a non-profit corporation, located at the time of the execution
of this trust at 2737 Pacific Avenue, Stockton, CA 95204.” Note that the name is “First Unitarian Church”,
which is our official name with the IRS.

2. Make the First Unitarian Church a beneficiary of an IRA, giving the same
Information as above, especially the Tax ID. Since we are a non-profit 501(c)(3)
organization, IRA money comes to us tax free, unlike other recipients who pay
taxes on withdrawal. This can be done as simply as filling out a new beneficiary
form.

If you decide to help First UU into the future, it would be great for
the church to know about it!

If you have any questions, please contact Sara Milnes or Mary INSURANCE LIVING
Bullard of the Finance Committee, and we’ll do our best to help! il

Sara Milnes
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January 2017

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

8

Sunday Service
Firmly Grounded—
In the Cosmos
Rev. Klein

Program Council
Meets after Church

10

11

Social Justice
Meeting

@ 10 a.m. at
First UU

12
Meditation
With Karen
6:30 p.m.

13

14

15

Sunday Service
Remembering
MLK! Rev. Klein

Newcomers Class
after Church

Rose Pruning
Demonstration at 1
p.m.

16

MLK National
Day of Service
@ PUENTES
9:00 a.m.—

12 p.m.

17
Rental
5 pm- 8 pm

18

19

First UU
BLM

6 p.m.

20

Film Showing
“Defying the
Nazis the
Sharp’s War”
7 p.m.

21

22

Sunday Service
Dylan/Beatles
Music Sunday
Rev. Klein

Book Store Grand
Opening

23

24

25

26

27
Rental
6 pm—9 pm

28

29
Sunday Service
ILLUUMINATION

PACT Homeless
work group meeting
@ 4p.m. St Anne’s

30

31




Minister’s Office Hours:

Minister’s Office Hours:

During the main church year, Rev. Bob generally keeps walk-in hours on Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Thursday 10:30-12 noonand 1-3pm.Pl ease call to be sure that
meetings, hospital wvisits, trips and ot her
Rev. Bob 1 s al so avail aPléase calbtext hia qlp209+684-13dbefar dp- ¢
pointments or emergencies. Messages left on his cell will be checked at least daily. Feel free to e-
mail uurevbobk@gmail.com

General Office Hours
Of fi ce Hour dRéday 9:3Mam.d1:30 p.m.

The Mission of our church
Is to nurture individual spiritual/ethical growth,
to be inclusive of all people,
and to be an active voice of conscience

in the greater community.
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