First Unitarian Universalist Church of Stockton

Communitarian August 2016

Minister’s Musings/Message:

It has been a long hard hot fiery summer already, and we are just
starting August! Between the heat, political skirmishes, and fires
burning throughout the west, it has been rough. Now as schools are
starting their fall sessions, families are finishing vacation travels, and
the church is getting ready for the busy fall season, it leaves us much
to ponder. The election season has another 3 months to run before
some of us celebrate, some decide to courageously carry on, and
others decide whether to relocate to more amenable areas of the
world! This is turning out to be the most contentious year since the
4th Annual Box Sup- late 1960s or early 1970s. Racism, sexism, and heterosexism as well as the violence of
domestic and international terrorism have been running rampant and these are hardly
the best of times. I do not recall another election season when so many lies and
Salad Sunday.............. 3 half-truths have been repeated so often and so little vision for the future has been laid
out. Strangely, employment and the economy continue to do fairly well, though some
politicians suggest these are the worst of times! I am looking forward to December!

Inside this 1ssue

First Thursday at First

Here at First UU, we face the issues of an aging congregation and facilities! We are
Bt e 3 continuing the newly begun Strategic Planning Process to help us look at challenges

and possibilities we are and will likely be facing over the next few years. The team

looking at these issues will be following up on suggestions and ideas and will be
Water Pictures for Water making recommendations to the board and to committees and groups within the church

Communion............... 3 over the next several months. I am hopeful that this will become a continuing part of
our congregational organization to help us be more effective in meeting the needs of
hine Adlbemee. 3 members, friends, and the community.

Through all of these challenges, we remain a bastion of hope for many, a shelter and
Religious Education...4 refuge for others, and a launch pad for all kinds of possibilities in the way of career
development, volunteerism, and the work of building a better world! May our efforts
. . for Peace, Justice, and Community continue to be blessed by the shared efforts and
Social Justice............ 4 commitment of each of us!

Stay cool, travel safely, act wisely, and remember our UU Principles!

1UUCS Adult Programs Rev. Bob

Fall 2016................. 5

Sermons/Services:

8/7 Guest Speaker: Katelyn Roedner Sutter: A Faith Perspective on Environmental
Justice

8/14 UU Principles, Purpose, Tradition Pt I Rev. Bob

8/21 UU Principles, Purpose, Tradition Pt II Rev. Bob

8/28 UU Principles, Purpose, Tradition Pt Il Rev. Bob

1UUCS STRATEGIC PLANNING PROCESS
We will be continuing with the strategic planning process, meeting on Aug 14™ after
church. Contact Rev. Bob if you are interested in adding suggestions or joining the
planning group!




First THURSDAY at First UU has moved to 3" Thursday in August

The next First UU Thursday will be August 18"
Topic:  Volunteers? Surprise?

Typical Schedule:
6:00 p.m. Gather and share simple meal (Pizza unless some folks sign up for something else)
6:45 p.m. Share Brief Worship Experience (led by Rev. Bob and/or volunteers)
7:00 p.m. Enjoy one of the Program Activities offered (done by 8 p.m. or earlier)

SAVE THE DATE!
What: 4™ Annual Box Supper 1* UU Fundraiser
When: Wednesday, August 17, 5:00-6:30 pm

Where: Pickup at 1* UU's Jackson Hall next to the church parking lot on Bristol. Eat your
meal at home, in Jackson Hall, or in Victory Park while enjoying Waterloo, the ABBA
tribute band.

Order: $15 (no children's meal) donation accepted when you complete your order choices after
church services in July and August or at the church office. (Call to be sure Nichole is
there:466-7743.)

Details: Panera Bread will prepare fresh and delicious sandwiches and salads for us. Choose
one: Salad Box: Spicy Thai with Chicken, Fuji Apple with Chicken, Modern Greek
with Quinoa, or Seasonal Greens with Veggies Sandwich Box: Italian Combo (4 meats
and a cheese), Mediterranean Veggie, or Bacon Turkey Bravo Half Sandwich/Salad
Box: Half of any above sandwich plus half of any above salad And More: Each box
will contain a large, fresh cookie of choice (Lemon Drop, Chocolate Chip, or Oatmeal
Raisin) and a side of choice (apple, bread chunk, or chips/pickle). We'll provide cold
bottled water.

For Info: Call Leslie Washington (957-8433) or Cindy Milford (477-5984).
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Salad Sunday

August 21st , immediately after the service. Another nice array of salads, breads, iced tea,
lemonade, and yes, coffee if you want it, so plan to stay for a "cool" meal and socializing.

Like to help by furnishing a salad? Call or write Sharon Marr at, 209.568.8840 or
sharonleemarr@yahoo.com

See you there!

PROGRAM COUNCIL WILL MEET AFTER CHURCH AUGUST 21°"

The Program Council will be meeting approximately quarterly during 2016-17 to coordinate and
schedule activities and committee programs, to initiate new programs, and provide a forum to
discuss matters that may go beyond the efforts of a single committee or group. The leaders of all
programmatic committees and groups are asked to attend, along with anyone with new ideas for
programs or events, but anyone is welcome. Contact Rev. Bob if you have questions.

Book Club-Will meet the last Wed of the month. For more information contact Herman
Washington at lhwash@comcast.net.

August 31 Ghettocide: A True Story of Murder In America by Jill Leovy. David Carpenter
and Adelle O’Neill will Facilate

September 28 Last Bus to Wisdom by Ivan Duig. Dwane Milnes will facilaate.

October 26
Raised Right: How I Untangled My Faith From Politics by Alisa Harris. Sigrid Eilers will
facilitate

REMEMBER: WATER AND PICTURES FOR WATER COMMUNION

At the end of the summer, on the Sunday after Labor Day (9/11), we will hold our annual

Water Communion and In-Gathering Service. Please bring back a little bit of water to share from
your favorite local water source or wherever your travels take you, and also send in to the office
any interesting pictures of your summer!

The Alliance continues to collect toiletry items for the Women and Children staying at The
Haven of Peace. Remember during your Summer and Fall travels to collect soaps, shampoos,
lotions from your hotel rooms. These items are packaged and distributed by Alliance

member, Dee Heszler. Toothbrushes, tooth paste, hair brushes are also welcome. A | | i ter
be new and not opened or used.


mailto:sharonleemarr@yahoo.com

Religious Education

Volunteers and Training:

If anyone is interested in volunteering please contact the DRE in person,
by email or by filling out one of the RE Volunteer Interest cards on the
RE board in Jackson Hall. We need volunteers that are willing to
commit to helping out in the cottage once a month.

Thank you for your patience as we further develop our youth RE program.

Find us on Youtube, Facebook, Instagram and Bigtent!
Rosalie Sauceda (DRE) email: religious ed@stocktonuu.org

Director of Religious Education Office hours:
Sundays 8am-12:30pm or by appointment

Social Justice News

Our social justice work is in full swing this summer.

Our Social Justice offering (total = $133.00) for July went to support St. Mary's Dining

Hall. Thank you for your support! In August, our 3rd Sunday offering will support the Hmong
International Culture Institute, a small local nonprofit organization whose prime purpose is to
preserve and share the ancient Hmong culture with younger Hmong and the general public.
One of their current projects is to raise funds to support new

Syrian refugees coming to our area.

Please note the following upcoming social justice events and activities ...

On Sunday, August 7th, Katelyn Roedner Sutter, Director of the Environmental Justice
Program at Catholic Charities in the Stockton Diocese will provide a guest

* ' sermon at our church. Following the service, we'll have a open discussion
regarding environmental justice issues locally and beyond. Katelyn graduated
from George Washington University in Washington, DC where she studied
''economics and international affairs. She then taught high school in New Orleans
Wlth Teach for America before receiving her MA in ethics from the Graduate
Theological Union in Berkeley.

1 Our annual participation in Coastal Cleanup Day will be Saturday, September 17th. Watch
for more Information.



1UUCS ADULT PROGRAMS FALL 2016
VIDEO/BOOK STUDIES TO BE FACILITATED BY REV. BOB KLEIN
(Wi I | be scheduled when 5 or mor

GREAT COURSES VIDEO LECTURES:
CULTURAL LITERACY FOR RELIGION, Mark Berkson 24 Lectures
SCIENCE AND RELIGION, Lawrence Principe, 12 Lectures
COMPARATIVE RELIGION, Charles Kimball, 24 Lectures
SKEPTICS AND BELIEVERS, Tyler Roberts, 36 Lectures
HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, MAKING THE NEW TESTAMENT, Bart Ehrman, 12 Lectures

CHANGE THE STORY, CHANGE THE FUTURE: A Living Economy for a Living Earth, by David Korten,
2015 (Kindle)

JESUS: UNCOVERING THE LIFE, TEACHINGS, AND RELEVANCE OF A RELIGIOUS
REVOLUTIONARY, by Marcus Borg, 2006 (available on Kindle, full revision of Borg’s earlier work on Jesus)

JOURNEY OF THE UNIVERSE, by Brian Swimme and Mary Evelyn Tucker, 2011 (available on Kindle)

COMING BACK TO LIFE: The Updated Guide to the Work that Reconnects, Joanna Macy and Molly Young
Brown, 2014 (complete revision of earlier version, available on Kindle)

Black Lives Matter/Whose Lives Matter (Sermon by Marlin Lavanhar, UU Tulsa)
THE NEW JIM CROW, by Michelle Alexander

DREAM GROUP (ala Jeremy Taylor)

BUILDING YOUR OWN THEOLOGY (Rev. Dick Gilbert UU Curriculum) Sundays 9 a.m.—Rosalie
Sauceda

Other Suggestions:
Please advise Rev. Bob/Rosalie if you have something you could lead!

Dream Group, looking at our Dreams—using Rev. Jeremy Taylor’s method based on Carl
Jung’s understanding of Dreams. When 5 or more people express interest I will start a new
group! (Recommended reading: The Wisdom of Your Dreams by Jeremy Taylor: paper/kindle)
Contact Rev. Bob for more info if interested.

Covenant Groups: These groups usually gather in a member’s home or at the church once a
month for an extended check-in and a topical discussion. Each group of 5-10 persons drafts a
covenant of commitment and behavior to be revisited whenever a new member joins including
the commitment to keep sacred what is shared and to support members of the group. These are
not therapy groups but they often become important opportunities for members of the
congregation to get to know each other in deeper ways. Current groups are meeting Monday
and Wednesday evenings once a month. We are also looking for facilitators to help start 1-2 new
groups. If this sounds interesting to you, please let Rev. Bob or the office know!

Men’s Group: Our Men’s Group, includes time to talk with other men about Being a Man, and
other issues, as well as activities depending on the interest of those interested. We usually meet on
First Tuesdays 7-8:30 p.m. (next meeting switched to 2" Tues: Tuesday August 9™) Please
contact Rev. Bob if you are interested!




August 2016

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

7

Sunday Service
A Faith
Perspective on
Environmental
Justice Guest
Speaker

9
Men’s Group
7 p-m.

10

11

12

13

14

Sunday Service
UU Principles,
Purpose,
Tradition Pt. I

1UUCS
Strategic
Planning
Meeting

Social Justice
Sunday

15

16

17

4th Annual
Box Supper
Fundraiser
5:00-6:30 pm
See pg 2 for
more info

18

First UU
Returns 6:00
pm

19

20

21

Sunday Service
UU Principles,
Purpose,
Tradition Pt. I1

Salad Sunday
See page 3 for
more info.

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

Sunday Service
UU Principles,
Purpose,
Tradition Pt. 11T

29

30

31
Book Club




Minister’s Office Hours:

During the main church year, Rev. Bob generally keeps walk-in hours on Tuesday, Wednesday, and

Thursday 10-12 am.and I-3pm.P| e a s
meetings, hospital
during these times.
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Rev.

to be sure that
trips, summer t
Bob 1 s Pleask calloor text\his i |

cell 209-684-6345 for appointments or emergencies. Messages left on his cell will be checked at
least daily. Feel free to e-mail uurevbobk(@gmail.com

General Office Hours

Of fice

Ho u r dRéiday 9:0Mam.3 1:00 p.m.

The Mission of our church

Is to nurture individual spiritual/ethical growth,

to be inclusive of all people,

and to be an active voice of conscience

in the greater community.

Minister
Rev. Robert Kl ei né@@z é .
E-Mai | é é é é éi@dister@stocktonuu.org

Director of Religious Education
Rosali e Saucedaééédgidg ééé
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Music Director
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